FROM CHARLEMAGNE TO ABELARD
Not Ivo, but Berengar of Tours stands next to Fulbert in
the great line of succession, and there is a sense in which he
brings it to an end, the last holder of the torch which in his
hands was thrust into the pyre, and set alight this greater
beacon fire which for two hundred years lit a continent.
Berengar was born in 990, and Fulbert taught him. But the
master's spirit of calm wisdom was not reproduced in his
pupil, for Berengar was the vehement champion of Reason,
the rebel against authority, the spit and image of the twelfth-
century dialectician. In his pride and self-confidence, he was
wont to ask, "Why err with everyone if everyone errs?"
and answered his own question by openly despising all the
hearthold gods of the earlier medieval scholasticism, the
Fathers, Priscian, and even Boethius; which was only a shade
less temerarious than his careful investigation of the miracle
of the Real Presence in the Blessed Sacrament, new every
morning, and his loudly expressed dubiety of the authority
which lay behind, and guaranteed, the change in the substance
of the bread and wine. He preferred the more dangerous
and heretical literary company of Erigena, who had written
combustible philosophy in The Body and Blood of Christ. To
Berengar it was given to fight the opening skirmishes of the
great battle between Dialectics and Theology, which was the
very breath of twelfth-century scholasticism. "It is the part
of courage to have recourse to dialectic in all things, for
recourse to dialectic is recourse to reason, and he who does
not avail himself of reason in all things abandons his chief
honour, since by virtue of reason he was made in the image
of God." Berengar, the pupil of Fulbert, the pupil of Gerbert
of Aurillac, wrote it; but it might well have been Peter Abelard,
or Gilbert Poree, or Peter Lombard, for this is also their